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As always, we have been very busy at St Mary’s School!  The most important event of 2018 was the school’s 50th birthday.    We celebrated the school’s 50th birthday – a huge milestone – on 15th March 2018.  In 1968, the school was officially opened by Bishop Leslie Brown.  A number of former staff members and pupils returned to the school during February and March to talk to the children and help them with researching the school’s history. All the children in the school produced writing, including diary entries and newspaper reports about the school’s opening, for an ‘everybody writes’ day and their work was displayed for parents at the end of the day.  On the actual anniversary, the celebrations started with a talent show, involving singing, dancing gymnastics and comedy.  Then we held a special assembly, in which each class presented their work about the school’s history.  The children from Oak Class presented a papier mache hot-air balloon sculpture with 50 sparkly, coloured balloons and their special school memories in the basket.  Following this, the children had a party lunch, while there was a buffet for all our invited guests, including representatives from the Diocese and the St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocesan Multi Academy Trust; people from St Mary’s Church; former staff members and pupils and school Governors. The guests included two former Headteachers: Mr Mann and Mrs Herbert, as well as three former Deputy Headteachers: Mr Brisland, Mr Girling and Mr Coombs.  It was lovely to see so many members of our school community, past and present, come together to celebrate this special day.  We were also joined by Bishop Mike Harrison, who led us in prayers for the school and blessed our spiritual garden.  Bishop Mike also joined us for a special service at St Mary’s Church and gave a talk about hope for the future and how big things can come from humble beginnings, based on the parable of the mustard seed. The children read out prayers linked to the school’s Christian values and there were magical musical performances from former pupils, Oliver Woods and Oliver Morris.  Many thanks to Reverend Sue Foster, who made a film about the school, which was shown during the service.  Thanks also to Mrs Tilling who supplied the birthday cake!  It was a really special day – here’s to the next fifty years!
We were really proud of our Year 6 children, who led Collective Worship for all the Headteachers and Governors at the Church School Leaders’ Conference at the St Nicholas Centre in November.  They wrote their own script and created a PowerPoint presentation with Lego scenes based on the Bible story about Jesus asking for the little children to be brought to him.  They spoke with great confidence and helped all those in attendance to reflect on the theme of ‘dignity’.
Once again, the Parent Support Group have organised some very successful events to raise money for the school, including discos, the Summer Fete and the Christmas Fete.  These events were very well attended and raised significant funds for the school.   In 2018, their contributions have paid for a trip to London, maths text books and resources, extra pens and glue sticks for each class, wrist bands with the school’s contact details on for use on school trips and book covers for library books. 

We have also supported a number of charities through collections, special events and activities during the year.  For example, we have been delighted to support the Poppy Appeal and FIND amongst others.  AS well as holding our own Remembrance service at St Mary’s Church, our children from Layham attended an event at St Andrew’s Church and our Year 5 pupils joined those from Hadleigh Community for a special event at the War Memorial.  One of the most exciting things the children were involved in this year was fundraising for the New Hope Children’s Centre in Kenya.  The children planned events to raise money, which paid for the Kenyan children to go on a school trip to Nairobi.   
The pupils and staff did a marvellous job of putting on three productions during the year.  The Key Stage 2 performance of Robin Hood was very amusing and kept everyone entertained.  The children had a lot to learn in a short space of time; their dedication and commitment was fantastic.  The performances were energetic and looked fantastic under our brand new stage lights!  The Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 both performed Nativity plays at Christmas time.  The singing and dancing were superb and it was particularly nice to put on a special show for volunteers and other members of the community.  Many thanks to all the staff members and volunteers for all their hard work!
The children enjoy so many exciting opportunities and experiences!  We have welcomed lots of visitors into school to support the curriculum.  A wonderful theatre company performed Oliver Twist as part of a ‘classic literature’ theme-week.  A visitor from ‘Victorian Schools’ spent a day with Rowan Class, leading a range of fun and informative experiences, such as writing with old ink pens dipped in ink pots and playing Victorian games. Chestnut Class learned the clainet and put on a wonderful performance for their parents.   One Life Suffolk continued to support the children’s health education through informative assemblies and sequences of lessons.  Dance East worked with a class to prepare a performance as part of the ‘Our Town Dances’ project.  Daphne the ‘Story Lady’ regularly visited Oak Class for engaging oral-storytelling sessions.  Our Junior Road Safety Officers in Year 5 won a gold award for their hard work in promoting road safety.  The Year 5 pupils also learned how to cycle safely on the roads during their ‘bikeability’ sessions.  
Also, the children’s education has been enriched by a number of visits.  For example, the children visited Hedingham Castle, Rendlesham Forest, Ipswich Museum, Suffolk County Farm Fair and Ipswich Crown Court and the Science Museum in London.  The Nursery children have formed a link with a local care home, which they visit to talk to and play with the residents.  The Year 6 children went on their annual residential trip to Norfolk, where they stayed at Kingswood again.  The children had to show perseverance and courage while participating in a range of adventurous activities, such as fencing, caving, abseiling and climbing.  Throughout the trip, there was a particular focus on collaboration and developing team-skills.  Thanks to all the adults who accompanied the children on their adventure!  
Once again, children have participated in many sports events during the year, such as cross-country, dodgeball, athletics, swimming and rugby sports festivals.  
We have continued to work hard to engage parents in children’s learning and develop better partnerships.  This year, we have run successful ‘sharing cafés’ for creative maths, the value of kindness and science.  The cafés are informal and enjoyable opportunities for parents to share activities with their children and find out more about the curriculum in school.  
School Performance
Pupils take national tests in Years 1, 2 and 6.  We also publish performance data for pupils at the end of Reception.  There was a big improvement in the proportion of pupils achieving the ‘Good Level of Development’ at the end of Reception; 76% achieved this, which is higher than the national average.  Pupil achievement in the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check improved significantly from the previous year, with 87% performing at the expected level, which is higher than the national average.  In Year 2, 66% of children were at the expected standard in reading, 69% in writing and 66% in maths.   These results were lower than the national average.  
In Year 6, 80% of pupils achieved the expected standard in reading, 75% in writing and 60% in maths (better than the national average in reading).  The progress children made from their starting points in reading was above the national average, while progress in writing was equal to the national average.  
During 2018, we have focused our efforts and resources on continuing to improve maths and reading across the whole school.  The ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme, which has a focus on reading comprehension, has continued to have a positive impact.  We have invested in new text books and resources for maths and we are working with other schools to share good practice.  
Staffing
During 2018, we said goodbye to an after-school club supervisor and also a senior teacher, who has moved to a senior role in an Essex school.  We now have a new senior teacher, who has settled into the school very quickly.  We have also been joined by a new midday supervisor, an after-school club supervisor and two new teaching assistants.
Church links
St Mary’s school continues to have strong links with St Mary’s Church and, indeed, all the local churches.  The children have enjoyed learning experiences at the church, including a particularly successful session about funerals led by Reverend Sue Foster.  The older children really gained a lot of understanding from the experience, especially one child who attended a funeral the following week.
Children have been learning about Christian values and how these apply in their everyday lives.  We follow the ‘Roots and Fruits’ document, which focuses on a different Christian value each half term.  Our school values are illustrated through Bible stories in whole school Worship and then class Worship is used to relate the values to the children’s own experiences.  Worship remains a strength at the school and we have welcomed many guests to lead Worship, including David and Wendy Atkins, Reverend Sue Foster, Canon Dr John Parr, Reverend Bryn Rickards, Pastor Greg Frost, Pastor Chris Todd, Philip Mann, Jackie Cork, the Christian Youth Ministry, Brian Hempstead, Reverend Joyce Willis, Janice White and Helen Matter, the education advisor from the Diocese.  The children respond really well in Worship and clearly value these experiences.  
Throughout the year, we held several whole-school services at St Mary’s church: the 50th birthday service, Easter, the summer leavers’ service, Remembrance and Christmas.  Also, children represented the school at the church’s Harvest Festival, sharing their work from school.
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