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A big thank you! 

Last Thursday, our school held the first ‘Meet the Teacher’ event.  Thank you to all of you who attended.  I was really 

pleased with the number of families that made the effort to speak to and meet the teaching team.  In this 

newsletter, you will find the termly information sheets for each class.  The purpose of these is to give you an insight 

into what is happening in your child’s class as well as giving you information on how to help your child with their 

learning.  If you were unable to make the evening, please remember that I am available to discuss any issues you 

have.  We will have a number of events for parents/carers throughout the year to help with communication. 

Upcoming Dates – Autumn term 

Thursday 2nd  - 
Tuesday 7th 
October 

Travelling book fair – 3.15pm in hall.  
No cash taken, phone needed to scan 
barcode and pay 

Thursday 9th 
October 
3.20-4.15pm 
School hall 

Friends of St Mary’s AGM – please 
come and support the parent teacher 
association – coffee/tea and biscuits 
available! 

Thursday 18th 
October 

Hadleigh High Open Evening to Year 
6 pupils and families 

Monday 20th – 
Wednesday 
22nd October 

Year 6 Thorpe Woodlands Residential 

Friday 24th 
October 

PD Day – school closed to pupils 

Monday 27th – 
Friday 31st 
October 

Half term holidays 

Friday 31st 
October 

Closing dates for Secondary School 
applications (Year 7)  

Wb 3rd 
November 

Learning conferences *Information to 
follow* 

Monday 10th 
November 

Kindness Week 

Friday 14th 
November  

Children In Need 

Wb 8th 
December 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

Thursday 11th 
December  

Christmas Jumper and Christmas 
lunch day 

Friday 19th 
December 

Last day of term 

 

Weekly Attendance 

to 26/9/25 

Rec/Year 1 
 97%  

Year 2 
 

97% 

Year 3 / 4 
 

95% 

Year 5 
 

93% 

Year 6 
 

86% 

 

 

If your child is ill, please ring the school 

and leave a message even if your child 

is in Nursery.  Thank you. 

Class Reward 

Winners: 

Year 2 



Communication 

A number of parents have spoken to me this term wanting communication to be improved.  I completely understand 

and am in the process of improving this by providing the following: 

Classes lining up at beginning of the day – this is a good opportunity for you to pass messages on to your child’s 

class teacher. 

Class Dojo messages -   

Please set up your family link to Class Dojo as soon as possible by scanning the QR code that has been sent home to 

you. 

Class Dojo – is a classroom tool to reward your children for their fantastic learning behaviours throughout the week.  

You will be able to see the points your child has earned each day and celebrate these successes at home. 

There is a chat facility on the Class Dojo app. Please feel free to directly message class teacher through the chat 

within the school day hours, teachers will read the messages and deal with any issues raised.  However, for more 

formal school matters eg: Absences, medical, behaviour issues, end of day child collection, arranging to meet with 

your class teacher etc… please continue to use the school office email address. 

There is also a class story section to Class Dojo – from time to time class teachers might share photos of exciting 

learning that has happened throughout the week. (The frequency of class story will vary from week to week and 

class to class) 

We hope you enjoy this link between Home and School and we hope that it will keep parents more closely in touch 

with class teachers when needed. 

Friends of St Mary’s PTA – Please come for a cup of tea and a biscuit this Thursday (3.20-4.15pm) in the school hall.  

We will be holding our AGM.  Why not meet new people?  Contribute to school events.  Friends of St Mary’s PTA 

really makes a difference to the opportunities we can offer to our children – please join the friendly team. 

Coffee Morning – Meet the Pastoral, SENCo and mental health teams on 22nd October 9.15-10.15am in the school 

hall. 

Learning Conferences – this week we will be sending out information about a new way in which we will be meeting 

with you to discuss your child.  Instead of the busy ‘Parents Evening’, we will have a whole day available (per class) to 

meet your child’s class teacher – time slots will be available starting at 8am – 5.30pm.  An email will be sent to you 

shortly giving you details on how to book a slot. 

Facebook – we are aiming to add more frequent posts this term – watch this space! 

Parent workshops – this year we will be providing maths workshops for parents/carers.  The purpose of these is to 

inform you how we teach maths and to give you guidance on how to help your child at home. 

 

Kind regards, 

Matt Vale-Smith 
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Book Fair 

Please support our school by buying some books from the book fair!  On Monday and 

Tuesday after school, we will be holding the fair on the school playground.  Remember 

that in purchasing a book, the school will receive money towards books for our school 

library. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Please see below each class information sheet for this term (these will be on the school website shortly): 
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Out of School Achievements 
If your child achieves something outside school, we would like to celebrate it!  Please send the information 

and a picture to the school office – admin@stmaryshad.co.uk           
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